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1. Background
The generation of organic solid waste is rising significantly in the occupied Palestinian Territory (oPT)

and everywhere in the Mediterranean region due to population’s increase and development of

industrial and agricultural sectors. However, in the Opt there is a lack of capability and tools in

separating collection, transporting and treatment of municipal solid waste. As a result, this shortcoming

affects negatively groundwater resources, soil, and air. Industrial wastes and agrochemical wastes can

pose major threats on the water, air and soil environments. It has been reported frequently in Palestine

that the increase of Nitrate levels above WHO standards (from excessive application of agrochemicals)

in groundwater resources will create severe health problems especially for infants of less than 2 years

old. In this context, we will embed the methodology stated in the SCOW project by conducting local

events about organic solid waste management in order to learn how to avoid the negative impacts.



SCOW Project (Selective Collection of the Organic Waste in tourist areas and valorization in farm

composting plants) is a 3-year European project (2013-2015) funded by the ENPI CBCMED

Programme, that aims at developing an integrated and environmentally sound waste management

system, ensuring separation, treatment and recycling, through the exploitation of innovative

technologies and sustainable methods through effective collection and waste treatment into

decentralized small-scale composting plants, located near bio-waste generation sites, and, at the same

time, where the compost could be applied.

Achieving the goals of SCOW project, a successful communication

plan was developed. This report is about conducting Initial Local

Events that will help accomplish the objectives of SCOW Project.

Background Continue



2. Objectives 

The objectives of the local events are:
1. To create and maintain awareness about solid waste separation and compost.

2. To build interest and confidence of the local students in SCOW project.

3. To embed the significance of the project at the local community level by exposing the

students to a practical activity about compost making

4. To create behavioral change.

5. To keep people engaged and with composting projects over time.



3. Initial Local Awareness Events

3.1 Target Groups

The target group of the local events is eighth and ninth grade-students (boys and girls) and

their teachers from Schools in Ramallah and Jericho Governorates who are responsible of

conducting environmental activities in the schools. The idea is to engage these students

and their teachers with composting plants in a way to feel the ownership of the ideas so

that their behavior will change.



3.2 Methodology 

3.2.1 Planning and Preparation

A work plan for providing awareness sessions has been developed to fully meet the requirements and

objectives of the project. The work plan includes the subjects to be presented in each session, and time

schedules.
3.2.2 Coordination

A meeting with the Ministry of Education was held to arrange for the formal

approval of the sessions and to discuss the topics to be presented. In another

direction HWE team met the Environmental Quality Authority as well as the

principals of the schools for the arrangement of the awareness sessions.



3. Activities at Ramallah Governorate:

4.1 First Local events with schools (March /2014)

HWE held two meetings on 26th March 2014 in Bittellu Girls and Boys Schools

simultaneously. The meetings were targeted students from 8th and 9th grades. The tools

that used in the meetings were a presentation, SCOW leaflet, and a questionnaire.



4.1.1 Tools Description:
I. A power point presentation of the (SCOW project’s scope of work, aims, activities,

outputs, the current situation of solid waste management in Palestine, compost and case

studies about it in Palestine) was displayed to the students.

II. SCOW leaflet was distributed to 8th and 9th grades of Beitillu Girls and Boys Schools.

(Appendix 1)

III. HWE distributed a questionnaire (Appendix 2) to evaluate the student’s information about

types of solid waste, ways of disposing solid waste in their areas, organic waste and

misuse of disposing and impacts on the environment, compost, and other polar

questions; before displaying and presenting the presentation.



4.1.2 Questionnaire Analysis   

4.1.2.1. Beitillu Girls School

The Questionnaire for Beitillu’s Girls School was analyzed with the following 

results:
1. About 79% of students have knowledge on the components of solid waste. 

2. About 48% of students answered the question of “How do you get rid from the solid waste” 

correctly.

3. About 61% of students have known the way their local council gets rid from solid waste. 

4. About 37% of students said yes that they separate solid waste in their school, while 58% said they 

don’t.  



5. About 87% of the students answered that they believe in the need to separate waste into its 

various components. 

6. About 90% showed their willingness to participate in the separation of solid waste if the needed 

tools are provided.

7. About 55% of students didn’t know organic waste components.

8. Only 11% of students know that the percentage of organic waste from the total solid waste in opts 

is 70%. 

9. About 66% of students believe that the bad disposal of organic waste has negative impacts on the 

environment.

Continue Questionnaire  Analysis (Beitillu’s Girls School)



Continue Questionnaire  Analysis (Beitillu’s Girls School)

10. About 48% of students answered it is possible to get  benefits from reusing organic waste, and 36% 

of them answered they know the compost but only 16% said they know how to manufacture the 

compost, but they didn’t write the way of manufacturing. 

11. About 42% of students said their families use the chemical fertilizers in their farms, and 52% of 

them said they don’t. 

12. About 52% of students heard about organic agricultural product.  

13. About 75% of students prefer using organic fertilizers rather than chemical fertilizers. 

14.  It is a reasonable result that 10% of students watched a compost plant.  



4.1.2.2. Beittillu Boys School

The Questionnaire for Beitillu’s Boys School was analyzed with the following 

results:

1. About 41% of students have knowledge on the components of solid waste. 

2. About 56% of students answered the question of “How do you get rid from the solid 

waste” correctly.

3. About 32% of students have known the way their local council gets rid from solid waste.

4. About 47% of students said yes that they separate solid waste in their school, while 46% 

said they don’t. 



5. About 88% of the students answered that they believe in the need to separate waste into 

its various components. 

6. About 86% showed their willingness to participate in the separation of solid waste if the 

needed tools are provided.

7. About 47% of students didn’t know organic waste components.

8. About 27% of students know that the percentage of organic waste from the total solid 

waste in opts is 70%. 

Continue Questionnaire  Analysis (Beitillu’s Boys School)



Continue Questionnaire  Analysis (Beitillu’s Boys School)

9. About 54% of students believe that the bad disposal of organic waste has negative impacts on the 

environment.

10. Only 11% of students answered it is possible to get benefits from reusing organic waste, and 20% 

of them answered they know the compost but 47% said they know how to manufacture the 

compost, but they didn’t write the way of manufacturing. 

11. A bout 64% of students said their families use the chemical fertilizers in their farms, and 32% of 

them said they don’t. 
12. A bout 73% of students heard about organic agricultural product.  

13. About 59% of students prefer using organic fertilizers rather than 

chemical fertilizers. 

14. It is a reasonable result that 14% of students watched a compost plant. 



4.1.1.3 Conclusion of questionnaire analysis

By comparing the results of the two questionnaires we can conclude the following:
Girls show a high level of awareness regarding information of the components of solid waste and the ways their local

council s get rid from solid waste, while boys show a high level of awareness of how to get rid from the solid waste

correctly.

In general view both girls and boys students show a positive image towards waste separation, but there is a contradiction in

their answers in the question about separation in their schools because for girls “about 37% of students said yes that they

separate solid waste in their school, while 58% said they don’t” and for boys “about 47% of students said yes that they

separate solid waste in their school, while 46% said they don’t”, however they are in the same class and same school.

Both girls and boys students show a positive image towards using organic fertilizers rather than chemical fertilizers

Organic waste, compost, and compost plants expressions are not clear enough to the students and through our local

awareness activities they can be enhanced.



Pictures of the First Training with Beitillu Girls schools



Pictures of the First Training with Beitillu Girls schools







Pictures of the First Training with Beitillu Boys schools



Pictures of the First Training with Beitillu Boys schools







4.2 Second Local Events with Schools (April /2014)

HWE implemented a practical activity to show the students a
simple example of how making a good home compost. Two
holes were dug in Beitillu Girls and Boys School’s gardens.
Both girls and boys shared the activity with the trainers and
enjoyed it.



Pictures of the Second Training with Beitillu Girls Schools (Making Compost)



Pictures of the Second Training with Beitillu Girls Schools (Making Compost)



Pictures of the Second Training with Beitillu Girls Schools (Making Compost)



Pictures of the Second Training with Beitillu Girls Schools (Making Compost)
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